The mountain porters; short ethnography film of youh mountain
worker

By: kameel Ahmady

The ‘mountain porters’, typically Iranian Kurdish men and few worof all ages
who risk health and safety to earn a meagre living illggarry goods of all kinds
across the Iran/lraq border, are a group whose lives aretdiisa our
understanding, despite the central geographic location they occapgrémt global
politics.

Recent region’s political events and other aspects of Mida¢ feace, has garnered
much media attention to this part of the world. What we krib &bout, however, is

the affects this has had on domestic policy and (5
situation of minorities in today’s Iran. Lacks of
clear policies have long resulted in severe
underdevelopment in the peripheral regions thal
Kurds and others call home. With Iran’s 2/3 und
age twenty five high rates of joblessness, scarc
of opportunities and a general sense of
hopelessness amongst the young people is dai| §
struggle.

Developments across the border in Irag, an opening up of tnadeew levels of
affluence, particularly in the Kurdish north, has meannareased demand for
consumer goods. Heightened by corruption amongst border offimafsbioth sides,
this has led to a perfect setting in which black markehewmics can flourish. The
mountain porters, with few opportunities for earn a living through kegans, fall
victim to these conditions and become an essential part ofable iolarket. Earning
less than $2.00 a day, men as young as 14 and as old as 7thenlke journey
through the heavily mined mountainous region, facing Iranian authoptssible
fines and jail terms, and occasional shoot-to-kill practigelsorder guards.

They then sell goods, usually petrol, to smugglers who wiebpiorder guards in
order to carry it across to Iraqi territory. These canssof petrol are sold on the
roadsides throughout northern Irag, one of the most oil-ricbomsabn the planet. On
return journeys into Iran, they generally carry cartonsgdreittes.



This documentary footage gives us the rare opportunity to looklatorditions in
the much publicised Middle Eastern region, and to explore therhoosds of
domestic and foreign policy by the governments involved. More iraptyt it gives
and a voice face to those most affected, allowing regutartmspeak for themselves
about their lives under all this compel.
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